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Quick Start Guide
This guide describes basic installation of the AirConnect® wireless PC Card, 
and is intended for users familiar with PC Card and driver installation for 
Windows 95, Windows 98, Windows 2000, and Windows Millennium Edition 
(Windows Me). 

For more detailed installation procedures and for installation under 
Windows NT 4.0 and Windows CE, refer to the AirConnect Wireless PC Card 
User Guide. 

Refer to “Installing the Documentation” on page 4 of this quick start guide 
for information on setting up the online documentation.

This guide describes how to set up your wireless PC Card in infrastructure 
mode (networking using wireless clients and access points). Infrastructure 
mode requires that at least one access point be installed in your service area. 
You must set the Wireless LAN Service Area of your wireless client to that of 
the access point you will be using.

To use your wireless PC Card in ad hoc mode (networking between wireless 
clients only), no access point is required. Refer to the AirConnect Wireless PC 
Card User Guide for information.

Installing Under Windows 98, Windows 2000, and 
Windows Me
Before installing the driver, you will need a copy of the operating system 
installation media, usually a CD supplied with your computer or operating 
system.

On Windows 98 systems, the installation files are sometimes archived on the 
hard disk in C:\WINDOWS\OPTIONS\CABS. 

CAUTION: Installation under Windows 98 may result in a fatal error caused 
by the UHCD.SYS file in the Windows 98 operating system. To avoid this 
problem, you should update the UHCD.SYS file from v4.10.1998 to 
v4.10.2000. This update is available from the following Web site:

http://www.microsoft.com/windows98/downloads/contents/
WURecommended/systemupdata/Default.asp

The final Windows 98 installation screen may take 30-60 seconds to appear. 
Do not interrupt the installation if the PC appears to be taking too much 
time to complete the installation.

On Windows 2000 systems, you may be prompted to load operating system 
files from the Windows 2000 installation CD.

You will also need the Installation CD supplied with your AirConnect 
wireless PC Card. The Setup program installs configuration utilities in the 
Network application in the Control Panel.
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Running Setup from the Installation CD
1 Turn on your computer.

2 Put the Installation CD in the CD-ROM drive.

The setup program should start automatically. If it does not start, you can 
run it manually by selecting Run from the Start menu and running 
SETUP.EXE from the CD-ROM drive.

3 On the 3Com AirConnect WLAN Menu screen, select Installation 
for Windows.

4 Select Adapter Installation Instructions. Follow the instructions as they 
appear on the screen.

5 When prompted, insert the AirConnect wireless PC Card into the PC Card 
slot (Figure 1). Align the card properly before putting it in the slot. Insert 
the card firmly without forcing until it seats snugly.

CAUTION: Forcing a misaligned card into the slot can damage the computer 
or the card.

The driver installation procedure guides you through the steps standard 
for your operating system. If you are unfamiliar with driver installation 
procedures, refer to the AirConnect Wireless PC Card User Guide for 
details. You will be asked to supply CDs or directory path information for 
the Installation CD and your operating system software. As part of the 
driver installation process, the setup program will install and open the 
Network application in the Control Panel.

6 Enter the name of the Wireless LAN Service Area of the wireless 
network to which your computer will connect. The name you enter here 
must match exactly the name assigned to the access point. Characters, 
capitalization, and spacing must be identical.

If the access point you wish to connect to is set for encryption, you must also 
enable encryption on the wireless client. Click Advanced to go to screens 
where you can enable and configure encryption.

You must set the wireless client for the same encryption algorithm and 
shared key values as the access point it will connect to. Refer to the 
AirConnect Wireless PC Card User Guide for details about configuring 
encryption.

7 Save the configuration settings and exit by clicking OK.

8 Restart your computer.

9 When the system reboots, restart the setup program and install any 
other required components. 

10 Make sure that the network protocol parameters (IP address, gateway, 
and subnet mask) are set correctly for your computer. 

3Com recommends that you install the wireless LAN applications so you 
can access the utilities described in the AirConnect Wireless PC Card 
User Guide.

11 Restart your computer for changes to take effect.
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Installing Under Windows 95
Installation under Windows 95 is identical to the procedure given above for 
Windows 98 and Windows 2000. Only Windows 95 version B (OSR 2) or 
higher is supported.

To determine which version of Windows 95 you have, go to the Windows 
Control Panel and double-click System to display the System Properties 
dialog box. Click the General Tab to display the Windows 95 version 
information. Version B (also known as OSR 2) is identified as 4.00.950b.

Orienting the Antenna
The PC Card antenna is located at the end of the PC Card.

For best use of the antenna:

� Keep the area around the antenna clear from materials that could block 
radio transmission, such as metal objects, electronic devices, and cordless 
telephones.

� If necessary, move your notebook computer a few inches to find a better 
signal. Depending on your environment, a difference of one or two 
inches can mean the difference between a strong and a weak signal.

Even a slight change in PC orientation can improve a wireless 
connection, just as moving a radio an inch or two to the left or right can 
improve reception.

� If you have installed the WLAN Applications, you may use the Signal 
Strength display in the AirConnect Status application to determine the 
best location and orientation for a network connection. For details, refer 
to the AirConnect Wireless PC Card User Guide.

Wireless PC Card LED
The PC Card LED (Figure 2) indicates the operational status of the card.

Removing the Wireless PC Card
1 Use the release lever or button on your card slot to free the PC Card.

2 Pull on the sides of the card to remove it from the slot. Do not pull on 
the antenna (Figure 3).

Off Slow Blinking Fast Blinking

The PC Card is not 
functioning, is disabled, 
or is not installed 
correctly.

The card is attempting 
to associate with an 
access point or ad hoc 
wireless client

The card is exchanging 
data with an access 
point or ad hoc wireless 
client. The higher the 
data rate, the faster the 
blinking.
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3COM END USER SOFTWARE LICENSE AGREEMENT

IMPORTANT: Read Before Using This Product

YOU SHOULD CAREFULLY READ THE FOLLOWING TERMS AND CONDITIONS BEFORE USING 
THIS PRODUCT. IT CONTAINS SOFTWARE, THE USE OF WHICH IS LICENSED BY 3COM 
CORPORATION (“3COM”) TO ITS CUSTOMERS FOR THEIR USE ONLY AS SET FORTH BELOW. IF 
YOU DO NOT AGREE TO THE TERMS AND CONDITIONS OF THIS AGREEMENT, DO NOT USE 
THE SOFTWARE. USING ANY PART OF THE SOFTWARE INDICATES THAT YOU ACCEPT THESE 
TERMS.

LICENSE: 3Com grants you a nonexclusive license to use the accompanying software program(s) (the 
“Software”) subject to the terms and restrictions set forth in this License Agreement. You are not 
permitted to lease, rent, distribute or sublicense the Software or to use the Software in a time-sharing 
arrangement or in any other unauthorized manner. Further, no license is granted to you in the human 
readable code of the Software (source code). Except as provided below, this License Agreement does 
not grant you any rights to patents, copyrights, trade secrets, trademarks, or any other rights in respect 
to the Software.

The Software is licensed to be used on any workstation or any network server owned by or leased to 
you, provided that the Software is used only in connection with a 3Com adapter. You may reproduce 
and provide one (1) copy of the Software and supporting documentation for each such workstation or 
network server on which the Software is used as permitted hereunder. Otherwise, the Software and 
supporting documentation may be copied only as essential for backup or archive purposes in support 
of your use of the Software as permitted hereunder. You must reproduce and include all copyright 
notices and any other proprietary rights notices appearing on the Software and the supporting 
documentation on any copies that you make.

NO ASSIGNMENT; NO REVERSE ENGINEERING: You may not transfer or assign the Software and/or 
this License Agreement to another party without the prior written consent of 3Com. If such consent 
is given and you transfer or assign the Software and/or this License Agreement, then you must at the 
same time either transfer any copies of the Software as well as the supporting documentation to the 
same party or destroy any such materials not transferred. Except as set forth above, you may not 
transfer or assign the Software or your rights under this License Agreement. 

Modification, reverse engineering, reverse compiling, or disassembly of the Software is expressly 
prohibited. However, if you are a European Community (“EC”) resident, information necessary to 
achieve interoperability of the Software with other programs within the meaning of the EC Directive 
on the Legal Protection of Computer Programs is available to you from 3Com upon written request.

EXPORT RESTRICTIONS: You agree that you will not export or re-export the Software or 
accompanying documentation (or any copies thereof) or any products utilizing the Software or 
such documentation in violation of any applicable laws or regulations of the United States and the 
country in which you obtained them.

The 3Com product and/or software covered by this agreement may contain encryption code which is 
unlawful to export from the U.S. or Canada without an approved U.S. Department of Commerce 
export license. You agree that you will not export, reexport, either physically or electronically, any 
encrypted product without an approved export license.

TRADE SECRETS; TITLE: You acknowledge and agree that the structure, sequence and organization 
of the Software are the valuable trade secrets of 3Com and its suppliers. You agree to hold such trade 
secrets in confidence. You further acknowledge and agree that ownership of, and title to, the Software 
and all subsequent copies thereof regardless of the form or media are held by 3Com and its suppliers.

UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT LEGEND: All technical data and computer software are commercial 
in nature and developed solely at private expense. The Software is delivered as “Commercial Computer 
Software” as defined in DFARS 252.227-7014 (June 1995) or as a “commercial item” as defined in 
FAR 2.101(a) and as such is provided with only such rights as are provided in this License Agreement, 
which is 3Com’s standard commercial license for the Software. Technical data is provided with limited 
rights only as provided in DFAR 252.227-7015 (Nov. 1995) or FAR 52.227-14 (June 1987), whichever is 
applicable. You agree not to remove or deface any portion of any legend provided on any licensed 
program or documentation delivered to you under this License Agreement.



TERM AND TERMINATION: This license will expire fifty (50) years from the date that you first use the 
Software, if it is not earlier terminated. You may terminate it at any time by destroying the Software 
and documentation together with all copies and merged portions in any form. It will also terminate 
immediately if you fail to comply with any term or condition of this License Agreement. Upon such 
termination you agree to destroy the Software and documentation, together with all copies and 
merged portions in any form.

GOVERNING LAW: This License Agreement shall be governed by the laws of the State of California 
as such laws are applied to agreements entered into and to be performed entirely within California 
between California residents and by the laws of the United States. You agree that the United Nations 
Convention on Contracts for the International Sale of Goods (1980) is hereby excluded in its entirety 
from application to this License Agreement.

LIMITED WARRANTY; LIMITATION OF LIABILITY: All warranties and limitations of liability applicable 
to the Software are as stated on the Limited Warranty Card or in the product manual, whether in paper 
or electronic form, accompanying the Software. Such warranties and limitations of liability are 
incorporated herein in their entirety by this reference. 

SEVERABILITY: In the event any provision of this License Agreement is found to be invalid, illegal or 
unenforceable, the validity, legality and enforceability of any of the remaining provisions shall not in 
any way be affected or impaired and a valid, legal and enforceable provision of similar intent and 
economic impact shall be substituted therefor.

ENTIRE AGREEMENT: This License Agreement sets forth the entire understanding and agreement 
between you and 3Com, supersedes all prior agreements, whether written or oral, with respect to 
the Software, and may be amended only in a writing signed by both parties. 

3Com is a registered trademark of 3Com Corporation.

3Com Corporation, 5400 Bayfront Plaza, P.O. Box 58145, Santa Clara, CA 95052-8145. 
(408) 326-5000
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